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The first part of the book examines the impacts of the socially structured
class position and corresponding interests of researchers on the research
main orientation. The focus in this first part is the impact of class affiliation
of researchers, “founding fathers of sociology”, on the orientation of their
research concerning social development, understood as the transformation
of prevailing form of social relations of exploitation and domination, on
the one hand, or towards the mitigation or the conservation of the social
inequality, on the other. The main hypothesis of the study is that in all
contemporary class divided societies social researchers, as other highly
educated professionals, occupy contradictory places and roles in the class
division of labor of wage workers performing intellectual work function
including reproduction of opposing value orientations and ideologies
de/legitimizing social inequality. In the second part, the paper tests the
above hypothesis on the example of the case study of the influence of the
researchers’ value orientations on their findings concerning pro-capitalist
or pro-socialist value orientation of population in Serbia after 1989.

Vera VRATUŠA hypothesizes that sociologists can
hope to approach the ideal of the scientific
objectivity, by attempting to control subjective
socially structured biases. She pioneered in Serbia
introduction of interactive electronically supported
studying and researching sociology (Theories and
Methods of Society Research, Sociology of
Knowledge).
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